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TORONTO -- What a year it's been for 21-year-old Joba Chamberlain. 





Last June, Chamberlain became the highest-drafted Native American player in baseball history when the Yankees took
the right-hander with the 41st overall selection in the 2006 First-Year Player Draft. Two months later, Chamberlain made
his professional debut with the West Oahu Cane Fires in the Hawaiian Winter League. 





On Tuesday, the Yankees purchased the contract of their prized prospect from Triple-A Scranton/Wilkes-Barre and
expect him to become a key component of New York's revamped bullpen. 





That means that in just more than one year, Chamberlain progressed through every level of New York's Minor League
system and finds himself on the active roster of one of the most revered franchises in professional sports. 





"I'm ready to explode," Chamberlain said. "I'm ready to get out there and play catch. Put [the uniform] on and go to work.
That's what we're all here for, and that's what we work so hard for. I can't wait for the opportunity to get on the mound
and finally let it go." 





Entering this season, Baseball America ranked Chamberlain as the Yankees' fourth-best prospect, but no one could
have foreseen just how quickly the young right-hander would rise to the Major Leagues. But that's what will happen when
anyone compiles a 9-2 record with a 2.45 ERA while striking out 135 batters in 88 1/3 innings. 





Yankees roving pitching coordinator Nardi Contreras said he first got the impression that Chamberlain might rise through
the ranks quickly when he saw him open the season with Class A Tampa. 





"He's like a man among boys when it comes to his stuff and being able to do the things that he's capable of doing, and
does," Contreras said. 





Chamberlain's impressive Minor League numbers, and his quick rise to the top, means that a lot will be expected of him
now that he's in pinstripes. Making things even tougher on the young fireballer is that until last week, he spent his entire
career as a starting pitcher. 





Yankees manager Joe Torre said his club will be closely monitoring Chamberlain's arm strength. At least for now, the
righty will be brought in only to start an inning, and he's not expected to pitch on back-to-back days. That doesn't mean
there won't be a lot of pressure on the young hurler, though. 





Torre is excited to see Chamberlain pitch, but he also wants everyone to remember how little experience he has under
his belt. 
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"You've heard so many positive things about him," Torre said. "We just have to make sure that we understand how old
he is, how much experience he has, and go accordingly from there." 





In anticipation of a big-league callup, Chamberlain had a conversation with Jason Giambi on what it takes to get Major
League hitters out while the Yankees slugger was rehabbing with Triple-A Scranton/Wilkes-Barre. 





"He's been around the game," Chamberlain said. "Young guy coming up, first time in this situation, for me to understand
what [hitters] look for and how they recognize pitches is just going to make me better. [That] I can take it and use it in the
game and understand how they recognize pitches is just going to make me better." 





At the start of the season, who would have thought Chamberlain would be looking for that kind of advice? A lot has
happened over the last 12 months. 





"There are times where I wake up and have to realize where I'm at," Chamberlain said. "That's the great thing about it.
Learning on the job is the best way to do it. I'm excited to be here and ready to go out there and do the best I can to help
us win." 





To make room for Chamberlain on the active roster, New York optioned right-hander Brian Bruney to Triple-A. Bruney
was 2-1 with a 3.40 ERA in 42 1/3 innings out of the Yankees' bullpen. 
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